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Nuntii Botanicart
Stop Press:
Members afternoon tea (free) at the Stirling Smith gallery – 7th October at
2pm. Numbers limited to 35 so book your place now –
newsletter@thessba.org
Save the date: our next annual dinner held at the Scottish Arts Club in
Rutland Square will be on the second Friday in February 2018.
Chelse Flower Show – our own membership secretary Aileen FriisJorgensen is attending members day at the Chelsea Flower Show on 23rd
May 2018 and invites anyone who may also be there that day to meet her
for coffee. Please liaise direct with Aileen.
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Welcome to the Autumn 2017 SSBA
newsletter.
First I would like to give a huge thank you to those of
you who have contributed reports, reviews and other
items for inclusion in this newsletter. As you know –
it will only be as good as the contributions from all
members so can I encourage you to send me
materials at any time of year for inclusion in the next
edition.
I can be contacted on newsletter@thessba.org
The link to the SSBA website is here:
www.thessba.org
If you are reading the newsletter electronically then
this will take you to the site if you click on the web
address. Alternatively type it into your web browser
search box.
The newsletter is always interested to hear about
events and exhibitions in your local area that we can
advertise in the newsletter. You will also note that we
have sections on artist profiles, small articles from
members and advertisements. The newsletter is
published twice a year Spring (March) and Autumn
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Diary Dates:
Getting the best from your
Ipad or tablet.
Lindesay will be running drop-in
sessions (2 hours) for those
who wish to increase their skills
with their tablet or IPad. These
will be held at Queen Margaret
University on Monday’s (10.15
– 12.15) and Friday’s (14.15 –
16.15) as noted below.
October:
Monday 2nd Oct/ Friday 20th`Oct
November:
Monday 6thNov/ Friday 17thNov
December:
Monday 4thDec/ Friday 15thDec
January 2018:
Monday 8thJan/ Friday 26thJan
February
Monday 12thFeb/ Friday23rdFeb
March
Monday 12thMar/ Friday23rdMar
Painting days: Wednesday
Our regular drop-in days,
hosted at the Scottish Arts
Club (24 Rutland Square,
Edinburgh, EH1 2BW)
continue to be a great success

(September) so we will need your contributions in time
for that.
We will charge a small fee for commercial
organisations such as galleries and shops (£10 per
annum) for 1/8th page advert. Members can advertise
artist related materials -for sale, wanted or free – at no
charge.
The events committee are working towards arranging
2 workshop events again in 2018 – so look out for the
details of these on the webpage.
A wee reminder about the Facebook page:
Facebook - we now have a Closed group
membership page on Face Book - only members can
see what is posted there. Here is the link:
Scottish Society of Botanical Artists Members Only
Group Closed group · 22 members
Making a Florigium - The Brecklands experience
By Sarah Howard
Scotland has its share of sandy soil as well as
calcareous soils on which specialized plants grow.
When sand and chalk combine, as it does on the
Norfolk/Suffolk border, it creates another set of
conditions – drought. The Breckland is unique in the
UK for its dry, inland dunes and thin, chalky soils.
I moved to the Brecks in 2013 whilst working on my
final RBGE diploma pieces.
Asking Isobel
Bartholomew’s permission for the use of an image of
her Aloe painting, I discovered she was the founder of
the Iceni Botanical Artists, based largely in the Brecks.
Would I like to join? Of course, I would, especially as
she said they were engaged on a florilegium of
Breckland wild flowers. What better way to learn
about my new surroundings, and to contribute to a
resource that brings together for the first-time plants in
this specialised habitat?
Breckland Wild Flowers: Heaths and Grasslands1 is
now published. It contains 45
plates, each one accompanied by
a text by Christopher Grey-Wilson
(whose wife, Chris, is one of the
artists) on the distribution of each
plant, and an introduction to the
habitat. Twelve artists contributed
work.
The first feature that strikes
visitors to this part of the world is
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They are a great opportunity to
meet fellow artists of all levels,
swap tips while you work, and
enjoy a good cuppa.
There is a £10 charge each
day, payable on the day, and if
you would like to
book lunch please let Aileen
Jorgensen know well in
advance by email- click on the
blue text for direct link to e-mail
OR if not reading on-line e-mail
Aileen at
membership@thessba.org
2017
13 September
11 October
8 November
2018
10th Jan
14th Feb
14th March
11th April
9th May
13th June
11th July
12th September
10th Oct
14th Nov
Usually the second
Wednesday of the month
From 10.30 -16.00
Keep an eye on the
website/Facebook for
changes or confirmations of
dates.

Exhibition and events
news
NORTH
Orkney
The Pier Arts Centre is an
Art Gallery and Museum in
Stromness, Orkney.
http://www.pierartscentre.com

beautiful lines of Pinus sylvestris, not straight, but
contorted. This tree is now only native in Scotland,
but in the 19th Century it was used in the Brecks as
hedges; they were then abandoned, but they
continued to grow into their unusual shapes.
About half the 45 plants depicted also occur in
Scotland, but it’s salutary
to read from the text how
many are declining, and
that the Brecks has
become the last
stronghold, for some of
our previously
widespread flora. This is
true of Alyssum
allyssoides (Small Alison)
(see picture left by Hazel
Rush) and Minuartia
hybrid (Fine leaved
Sandwort). On the other hand, Ulex europaeus
(Gorse) and Calluna vulgaris (Heather) can be found
all over the country, especially in Scotland!
So, how were the plants chosen? Into the list went a
selection of plants that are an obvious feature in the
area, such as pines, heather, gorse and even
harebells. The 7 endemic plants (eg Veronica spicata
ssp spicata – Spiked Speedwell) needed no
discussion. The rest were mainly those that were
specially adapted to the dry, sandy conditions. Many
of them are tiny annuals, only appearing with the first
dews of the early summer, when they quickly flower,
set seed, and then die. The seeds take their chance
in the rolling sand without competition from larger,
thirsty, plants. My own Cerastium semidecandron
(Little Mouseear, also found in Scotland) had me
crawling about on hands and knees in the local army
training area, accompanied by the commander, in
case there were unexploded devices!
Isobel led the project with artists choosing from the
master list. We had to paint to A4 size, portrait shape,
and would donate our work for 5 years to the project.
Sometimes it was an excuse for group fieldwork, such
as an outing to see and sketch the rare Military Orchid
on a hot day in June, when the site was specially
opened for visitors.
It took three years to assemble all the paintings. We
were then invited to exhibit at Clare Hall in Cambridge.
Thereafter, we mounted several exhibits in Norfolk
and Suffolk as part of a general movement to promote
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Open Mon-Sat 10.30am-5pm
Admission Free

Orkney Art Galleries
http://www.orkney.com/about/c
ulture/museums-galleries

Shetland

https://www.shetlandarts.org/v
enues/bonhoga/exhibitions
The Shetland Gallery
http://www.shetlandgallery.com
Sellafirth,
Yell,
Shetland
ZE2 9DG
Tel: 01957 744 259
Email: shona@shetlandgallery
.com
Open:
Easter until end-September, or by
appointment (Tel: 01957 744 386)
Opening Hours:
Tuesday to Saturday – 11am to
5pm
Sunday – 2pm to 5pm
Closed Mondays

Highland Print Studios
Inverness
http://highlandprintstudio.co.uk

North East
Gallery Heinzel
http://www.galleryheinzel.com

Gallery Heinzel specialises in
contemporary Scottish art
including paintings, sculpture,
ceramics and glass.
Established in 1990, it hosts a
varied annual exhibition
programme from its base in
Aberdeen's West End.
•

24 Thistle Street

the Brecks in its own right. We were delighted that a
selection of the paintings was awarded a Silver Gilt
medal at the RHS botanical art exhibition in London in
2016.
Meanwhile, the Book was being prepared, and this
posed the toughest of challenges. Money! We
adopted a concept that the book would be an
educational tool to accompany exhibitions, and also
be a legacy of the Project. With a budget of £4,500,
and proposed print run of 200, our own funds were
insufficient to cover costs.
We needed mounts to exhibit at 10, mostly local,
locations; two authors’ fees; book design and
production; professional scans, after a false start
trying to scan the variable images ourselves; ISBN
number (but not bar code). We would handle
marketing and distribution ourselves. With heroic
persistence from Isobel and her team, two trust funds,
the Breckland Society and a private donor generously
awarded grants to make the whole project feasible.
Unfortunately, by the time all this came together, not
only were the printers busy with the Christmas rush,
but also disaster struck when our carefully edited and
proofed text became garbled in the process of raising
the file from low to high resolution. Editing had to be
done again. So it was that we were finally able to
launch the book at a party in January 2017 in the
Breckland heartland. Within two months most of the
200 books have sold, and we will now use the income
to print on demand.
We would encourage others to have a go. What better
way to produce a resource, a contemporary record of
a habitat, and end up with beautiful pictures!
Breckland Wild Flowers: Heaths and Grasslands by
Iceni Botanical Artists (2016) £15 - ISBN 978-1-52720195-8.
Obtainable from www.icenibotanicalartists.co.uk
March 2017
Reports from the 2017 events:
by Anne Carlaw Convener of Events committee
(annecarlaw6@gmail.com)
Starting in the Spring 2018 edition of the newsletter
we propose to produce a " What's on in 2018 " in the
newsletter, to give you an overview of what is coming
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North West
Lime Tree An Ealdhain
gallery
https://www.artfortwilliam.co.uk
Is a purpose built Gallery space in
Fort William, Scotland in the
heart of the Highlands
'The Outdoor Capital of the UK'
The Gallery hosts exhibitions from
National Touring collections in
partnership with the An Ealdhain
Arts Trust - a Scottish Charity
which promotes visual arts
development projects in Fort
William. The Gallery is also the
working Studio of Highland visual
artist David Wilson. You can visit
the Studio to see original art being
produced. The Gallery has on
display a permanent collection of
David's original paintings, prints
and stained glass.

– Outer Isles
Ardbuidhe Cottage Gallery

A warm welcome awaits at the
Studio/Gallery of Willie and
Moira Fulton.
The gallery is located in the
Bays area of Harris along the
Golden Road at Drinishader.
Willie and Moira also
undertook to create the works
known as The Spirit of Harris
at Rodel Hotel in the south of
the island. Willie has shown

up.
PLEASE, we really want to give you, the members,
full value from the SSBA so would welcome any
suggestions you have for future events, workshops
garden visits and generally what you want us to
provide for you (within reason). Contact me at the
above e-mail with suggestions.
Getting Composed – 8th April 2017
Getting Composed Masterclass taught by Fiona
Strickland and Robert McNeill was "a real treat". They

certainly put us through our paces and delivered a
very thought provoking, informative and entertaining
programme. All those present gave the events
committee attendees positive feedback on both the
quality of the teaching and value of
the knowledge gained. A good tutor
is hard to come by and we were
blessed with two of them that day.
I'm sure our future compositions will
benefit from their thought provoking
advice. Particularly tearing up the
rules!
Our venue for this event was the
beautifully restored and historic Burgh Halls in
Linlithgow, literally in the shadow of the Palace. Many
of our local members were unaware of its existence.
The staff looked after us so well, the catering was
superb and the hot scones with coffee and tea on
arrival were a great success.
Botanical Roots workshop – 6th May 2017
Botanical Roots, a completely different type of course,
took place at Queen Margaret University another
super venue with easy access by train and also car
parking. In a very ‘hands on’ day, the participants were
put through their paces by two of our members, both
former Biology teachers, Anne Carlaw and Aileen
Friis-Jorgensen. We covered Classification to flower
structure and the participants had a very busy day
examining and pulling various parts of plants apart
and learning how they work.
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extensively in Europe and New
York. He is an artist member of
The Paisley Art Institute.
Tel: 01859 511218
Email: willie@williefulton.com
Web: www.williefulton.com
http://lanntair.com/events/cate
gory/visualarts/
http://www.taighchearsabhagh.org/arts/

CENTRAL
Firestation Creative
Carnegie Drive
Dunfermline
KY12 7AN
'AGAINST THE TIDE' by DAVID MACH
Friday 8th September until Sunday 1st
October

http://www.firestationcreative.c
o.uk
e:info@firestationcreative.co.u
k
fb:thefirestationcreative
Twitter: @FireStnCreative
Instagram:fire_station_creative
t: 01383 721 564 Please leave
a message.
The Gallery at Linlithgow
Burgh Halls
http://www.linlithgowburghhall
s.com/g
The gallery presents a
changing programme of high
quality solo shows, touring
exhibitions and contemporary
work. Entry to all exhibitions
is free.
June Carey 21 July 2017 – 1
October 2017 E a c h e x h ib itio n is
a c c o m p a n ie d b y a g a lle r y ta lk a n d
a n a r t w o r k s h o p r e la te d to th e
e x h ib itio n th e m e s o r a r tis tic
a p p r o a c h . F in d o u t w h a t's
c u r r e n tly o n fr o m th e p a g e s
b e lo w .

Park Gallery
Callendar House
Callendar Park
Falkirk

Once again
the feedback
was
very
positive.
For
both
courses we
had
members
who
travelled
from
far
(Cumbria
and the Black Isle) and near and wish to thank all of
you who attended for your support
Artists Profile
We will be featuring botanical artists on a regular
basis. All suggestions and contributions of profiles
gratefully received newsletter@thessba.org
Ruth Kirby – botanical illustrator.
Ruth is a botanical artist based in Presteigne, a
charming small town in Radnorshire. It sits on the
borders of Wales and England on Offa’s Dyke
Footpath, 25 miles due north of Hereford.
Ruth studied botanical illustration at University of
Aberystwyth following careers as
a PA, potter and modern
language teacher. It never
ceases to amaze me how many
botanical artists in my ken have
taken up this after previous
careers. Maybe something to do
with art not being considered a
proper job for school leavers in
the past. Silver Medalist with
RHS Malvern show and at
Lindley Hall in 2012 and 13 Ruth
then won a Gold medal with her
Siberian Iris series in the RHS
Shades of Autumn show.
Working almost exclusively from
real life, Ruth says she is
fortunate to be close to several marvelous gardens
(Bryan’s Ground www.bryansground.co.uk , Hergest
Croft www.hergest.co.uk and Aldon
Farm http://www.auldenfarm.co.uk)
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EAST
bubble, bulge, bleb
Friday, 22 September
2017 to Saturday, 25
November, 2017
LifeSpace - Science Art research
gallery University of Dundee
present an exhibition of spirals,
spheres and waves in art inspired
by naturally occurring
mathematical forms and
computer-generated abstractions.
Preview: Thursday 21
September 2017, 5-7pm
Exhibition tour with curators and
artists at 5pm. RSVP
to lifespace@dundee.ac.uk
Artist Talk: Sunday 15 October,
3-4pm, LifeSpace

which give her access to plenty of plant life to paint
whatever the season. Painting according to the
season, Ruth is steered by what is available in her
garden, nearby fields and woods and in the local
greengrocers! She works almost
completely in watercolour and aims to
not only make an accurate
representation of the subject matter,
but also to capture the very essence
of each plant or flower, copying the
natural cadences of their growth
patterns, their beauty and their
blemishes.
Ruth welcomes visitor to the studio by prior
appointment. Phone 01544 267811
Address:
Stapleton House,
Ford Street,
Presteigne,
Powys, LD8 2LW
As well as being
situated in
stunning
countryside that
has not changed
much for centuries, Presteigne has a thriving arts
and music scene, with festivals and events
throughout the year. For more details of the town,
where to stay and what is going on,
visit:- www.presteigne.org.uk
To see more lovely examples of Ruth’s work visit her
website https://ruthkirkbybotanicals.com
Thank you, Ruth for allowing us to feature you in our
Autumn newsletter.

REMINDER:
Shadows of War

World Day of Botanical Art, May 2018

Roger Fenton's Photographs
of the Crimea, 1855
The Queen's Gallery, Palace
of Holyroodhouse
Friday, 4 Aug 2017 - Sunday,
26 Nov 2017

The American Society of Botanical Art proposed and
is taking forward the World Day of Botanical Art.
Information about this important event has been sent
to members by email.

We would like to encourage as many
members, as possible, to take part. This will
raise the profile of botanical art worldwide, and help to
record and draw attention to the marvelous diversity
7
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RSA Edinburgh
OPEN EXHIBITION of ART
Exhibition Dates:
22 July 2017 - 1 October 2017
Opening Times:
Free Entry
RSA Lower
Galleries
Mon to Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun
12 - 5pm
Daughters of Penelope
Dovecot Gallery
10 Infirmary street Edinburgh
https://dovecotstudios.com
20 July 2017 to 20 January 2018
Exhibition
open:
Mon-Sat
10.30am-5.30pm
Edinburgh
Printmakers
gallery
23 Union Street Edinburgh

New
Edition
28 July - 21 October
2017
Time: Tues-Sat, 10am-6pm
Price: Free

SOUTH
Biggar Little Festival
19 -29th October 2017
http://www.biggarlittlefestival.c
om
Maclaurin Art Gallery AYR
OPENING TIMES: The
Maclaurin Gallery & Rozelle
House
Monday to Saturday: 10.00am
- 5.00pm; Sunday: 12noon 5.00pm
Full disabled access.
http://www.themaclaurin.org.uk

of flora we have in Scotland. We are active
participants in the development of the contribution to
the event from Scotland, through the Scottish
Botanical Art Collective. There are four organisations
involved and many botanical artists eager to
contribute. We are hoping that we will have so much
work produced by members, that we end up with the
wonderful challenge of how to show it all!
Unfortunately, in any exhibition there is a limit and the
2018 World Day of Botanical Art will also have limits
in terms of venue size and the number of exhibits that
can be accommodated. Remember that your work can
also be shown in the 2018/2019 SSBA exhibitions. To
facilitate this the exhibitions committee are planning a
‘Flora Scotia’ section in what we hope will be the 2019
travelling exhibition, and this is dependent on having
enough entries. So please get painting!
Please include this international project on your list of
paintings to do in 2017. You have until the end of
November to get your paintings completed.
To register interest email: info@sbac.org.uk and put
‘Flora Scotia’ as the subject field. We look forward to
seeing your array of art works in due course.
Hazel Morris
SSBA EXHIBITIONS 2017-2018
Stirling Smith Gallery – 2nd September to 22nd
October 2017 Title will be – The Colours of Nature.
See Stop press for details of afternoon tea on the 8th
October 2017
2018
3rd Annual exhibition at the Lillie Art Gallery,
Milngavie from Saturday 29th September to Sunday
22nd October 2018.
http://www.edlc.co.uk/arts/lillie_art_gallery.aspx
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Show your studio open door – we invite you to show
us where you do your art work
Aileen Friis-Jorgensen shares her art studio with us.
As
with
many of
us in the
SSBA
Aileen’s
art studio
doubles
as
a
different
room
Moy Mackay gallery
The Moy Mackay Gallery is
situated in the heart of the
beautiful town of Peebles, set
in the rolling hills of the
Scottish Borders.
https://www.moymackaygallery.c
om
Exhibition 5 | 11th
September – 5th November
Featured Artists: Patricia
Sadler and Deborah Philips

should the need
arise- in this case
a bedroom for a
visiting
Grandchild.

Christmas card – advanced notice:
This year’s card is Holly and Ivy by Mary O’Neil

Exhibition 6 | 6th November
– 14th January 2018
Mixed winter Exhibition
including most of our regular
artists along with some others
Castle Douglas Art Gallery
Market Street, Castle Douglas,
DG7 1BE. Enquiries 01557
331643.
Monday to Saturday 10.30am 4.00pm.
The gallery is closed during
exhibition changeovers.
Threave Artists
20 September - 7 October
2017 will be the 45th Annual
Charity Exhibition at the Gallery.
Threave Artists are artists
resident within 8 miles of Castle
Douglas.
Green House Art
11 - 21 October

More details will be available in October regarding
price and purchase. It is 18cm x13cm (7in x 5 in in old
money!) Keep a look out on the SSBA webpage and
Facebook for its arrival.
Not sure how these work or security concerns come
to the get the most out of your ipad/tablet drop in
sessions for one-one support.
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A group formed with a mutual
passion for art display some of
their stunning drawings,
paintings, felting and photographs
All things Wonderful
Jake Wade and Patricia Graves
8 - 18 November
Works in a variety of media from
watercolour to intaglio prints,
acrylic to collage. Artist in
residence with demonstrations
throughout.
All things Bright and Beautiful.
TLC Art and Craft Group
18 - 28 November
A variety of art mediums,
photography, painting, drawing
and crafts, from a group of local
artists from the Castle Douglas
area. Demonstrations throughout.

I hope you have enjoyed reading this Autumn
newsletter.
We look forward to receiving your
contributions for the next edition. These can be
sharing your studio, a book review, exhibition review,
personal piece about your work or adventures in
botanical art. I need all the help I can get in making
this an interesting and on-going feature of the SSBA.
Please send them to newsletter@thessba.org by
23rd February2018.

How many pencils does a watercolour pencil
artists have?
See if you can count and get the right number.

http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/arts
andmuseums

WEST
The Mackintosh Festival,
GLASGOW, 1st - 31st October
glasgowmackintosh.com/festiv
al
Celebrates Charles Rennie
Mackintosh' work through
walks, talks, workshops and
exhibitions
SMITHY GALLERY
74 Glasgow Road
Blanefield
Glasgow
G63 9HX
art@smithygallery.co.uk
Tel: 01360 770551
Open: Wed-Sat 11-5 Sun 1-5
‘Homeland” new paintings by
Pam Carter 10 Sept – 8
October 2017
Art Exposure Gallery
64 Osborne Street
Glasgow
G1 5QH

Answer next newsletter
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tel: 07944 157572
http://www.artexposuregall
ery.co.uk
describes itself as
Scotland's premier
showcase for new
contemporary painting.
Paisley Art Institute
http://www.paisleyartinstitute.c
om
BOX 114
Abbey House
43 High Street
Paisley
PA1 2AH
What's on at the National
Galleries can be found at
https://www.nationalgalleries.or
g/whatson/exhibitions/
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